
Invasive Plant Management in 
the Midwest  

Kate Howe  Carmen Chapin 
Midwest Invasive Plant Network  

Purdue University  
Northwoods  CWMA  



Midwest Invasive Plant Network  
Our mission is to reduce the impact of invasive plants in the Midwest.  



MIPN is a regional 
invasive plant council.  



Midwest Invasive Plant Network 
(MIPN)  

Å(Úɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯ/ÜÙËÜÌɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯ
of Botany & Plant Pathology  

ÅIs housed at The Nature Conservancy in 
Indianapolis  

ÅIs incorporated in the State of Indiana and 
run by a board of directors  



MIPN Board of Directors  
Federal Agency Liaisons:  
Brian Davidson, USFS (MO) 
Carmen Chapin, NPS (WI) 
Jan Schultz, USFS (WI) 
 
State Agencies: 
Bob Clancy, Michigan DNR  
Kelly Kearns, Wisconsin DNR  
Laura Van Riper, Minnesota DNR  
 
Industry:  
Alan Blowers, Ball Horticultural Co. (IL ) 
Brian Corr, Syngenta FlowersPro(IL) 
Bob Masters, Dow AgroSciences (IN)  
 
 
 
 
 

Non -Profit Organizations:  
Heather Bacher, Ctrl. IN Land Trust (IN)  
Lisa Brush, The Stewardship Network (MI)  
Rachel Gagnon, Ontario Invasive Plant 

Council (ON)  
Researchers: 
Roger Becker, University of Minnesota  
Bob Hartzler, Iowa State University  
Mark Renz, University of Wisconsin 
 
Land Managers/Other:  
Chris Henze, Johnson County Secondary 

Road Department (IA)  
Debbie Maurer, Lake Co. Forest Pres. (IL) 
 
 

Staff:  
Kate Howe, Coordinator  
Kari Maxwell, Project Assistant  



What does MIPN do?  
úfacilitates collaboration and information 

exchange among organizations and agencies 

úhelps to educate the public about invasive plants  

úprovides tools and information to support 
natural resource managers 

úconnects Midwest to DC and other regions 
through NAEPPC                                                                
and NISAW  



EDUCATION  

 Improve the quality and                     
availability of educational                                        
materials with relevance at a regional 
scale 

 Convey a consistent message across the 
region 

 
 
 



GREEN INDUSTRY  

 Reduce the sale of 
invasive plants for 
horticultural use  

 
 

 

 

 



RESEARCH 

 

úGather information on research needs 
from land managers and communicate 
needs to researchers 

úProvide managers                                      
with information                                          
on current scientific                          
research relevant to                              
control and                                 
management 



EARLY DETECTION/ 
RAPID RESPONSE    
& DATA 
MANAGEMENT  

úProvide information new invasive plants in 
the region 

úEncourage data sharing (EDDMaps, NIISS, 
iMapInvasives , MISIN)  





CWMAs are strategic partners 

ÅCWMAs are important because they 

ïimprove communication and manage across 
landscapes instead of piecemeal 

ïcreate public-private partnerships to more 
efficiently use limited resources  



Why are CWMAs Important?  

Landowner A Landowner B 

Up-to-the-fence problem 

Slide by Chris Evans, River to River CWMA 



Why are CWMAs Important?  

Landowner A Landowner B 

$$$ 

Up-to-the-fence problem 

Slide by Chris Evans, River to River CWMA 
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Cooperative Weed Management Areas 
in the West 



U.S. Forest Service, Eastern Region was 
interested in starting CWMAs near 

National Forests 



MIPN adapted the CWMA training 
materials for the Eastern U.S.  



Higher population density in the East  



National Forest 

National Park 

Military Base 

Indian Reservation 

Wildlife Refuge 

More federal lands in the West than the East  



Differences between East and West 
(continued)  

ÅCounty Weed Supervisors 

ïWest: Most states have them 

ïEast: Almost no states have them 

ÅState Noxious Weed Laws 

ïWest: Many of the species on state Noxious 
Weed lists are also invasive in natural areas 

ïEast: Many or most of the species on state 
Noxious Weed Lists are not invasive in 
natural areas 

 



CWMAs in the Eastern landscape  

ÅTeam up with Resource Conservation & 
Development Councils (RC&Ds) and/or Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs)  

ÅFocus on natural areas but include rights-of-way, 
industrial lands, agriculture, urban parks and 
other adjoining lands  

ÅThink outside the box and reach out to non-
traditional partners  

 





Our goal is to increase coverage by 
CWMAs in the East  







Become a member of MIPN! 
www.MIPN.org 
$30-  tax deductable 
 



CWMAs come and go. How can 
you make it last?  

1. Have strong, dedicated leadership, and 
make sure that the future of your CWMA 
ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÙÌÚÛɯÐÕɯÖÕÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÏÈÕËÚȭ 



2. Play to your strengths. 
 



3. Meet regularly. 
 



Ƙȭɯ,ÖÕÌàɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎȭ 
 



5. Make a plan and follow it.  
 

 



6. Be creative. 
 



7. Connect with others and steal 
with pride!  



Great ideas to steal and modify 
for your CWMA  

ÅStrike Team 

River to River CWMA, Illinois  Cleveland MetroParks, Ohio 



Great ideas: Summer Internship 
Program 

 


