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Ives Road Fen Preserve 
700 acres 
Å100 prairie fen 
Å300 floodplain forest 
Å300 upland and ag fields 



Historical Context 

1940s ï fire suppression and altered hydrology (ditching and tiling) 

Åtwo critical ecosystem processes were disrupted 

Åallowed for invasion of glossy buckthorn 

  

1950s ï invasion of buckthorn first documented 

  

1970s ï buckthorn monoculture across the prairie fen 

Åbiodiversity and water quality at the site were degraded 

  

1987 ï The Nature Conservancy established the preserve 







What is a Fen? 

Å Wetland 

Å Globally rare 

Å Cold groundwater 

Å Many types of plants 

Å Rare plants/animals 

 

Illustrations from Kost and Hyde. 2009. Exploring the Prairie Fen Wetlands of Michigan 
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Fen Restoration Model 
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Invasive Species 

Å Glossy buckthorn 

Å Garlic mustard 

Å Reed canary grass 

Å Cattails 

Å Phragmites 

Å Autumn olive 


